Abstract
University experimental station and transported to the postharvest laboratory within 2 h. The 88 fruits were selected for uniformity of size and being free from any visual defects, and they
89
were randomly divided into seven groups (about 100 fruits per group). The strawberry fruit 90 groups were immersed in the following six solutions for 5 min at room temperature (20 °C).
91
The six solutions for treatments were prepared in distilled water as follows: SA-2 (2 mmol L Fruit samples (10 g) were crushed and diluted (1:10 w/v) in 0.1% buffered peptone water,
220
homogenized by hand massaging for 5 min and serially diluted with buffered peptone water.
221
The homogenate (0.1 ml) was plated on potato dextrose agar in duplicate. The effect of dipping strawberry cv. 'Festival' fruit in different concentrations of SA, ABA, compared to the untreated control (206 GAE/100g FW) (Fig. 3B) . After 4 days of storage,
327
there was a decrease in TPC in all treated fruit and control (Supplementary Table 1 ).
328
However, the fruit treated with the higher concentrations of all three hormones retained 329 significantly higher TPC after both 8 and 12 days of storage compared to the control. periods. This could be due to the reduction in weight loss (Fig 1.A) 
438
The antioxidant capacity of all treated fruits was already higher than the control after only 4 
452
Anthocyanin is one of the major compounds present in strawberries. In our study we observed 453 few differences in total anthocyanin content after 4 days of storage with the treatments tested.
454
However, at later time points all the treatments significantly improved anthocyanin retention. 
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The authors have declared no conflict of interest. , and methyl jasmonate (0.25 and 0.50 mM) on (A) antioxidant activity %, (B) total phenolic compunds (mg GAE/100 g fw), and (C) total anthocyanin content (mg C3GE/Kg) of strawberry fruits stored for 12 d at 4 °C. Antioxidant activity, total phenolic compunds, and total anthocyanin content at start of the storage were 78.32±2.27 %, 210.33±2.72 (mg GAE/100 g fw), and 26.22±0.91 (mg C3GE/Kg), respectively. Data are means of three replicates. Different letters indicate significant differences within each time point (Duncan test, P<0.05%).
